
GEO 006 Planets in Science Fiction
Discussion Sections 025, 028 & 029

Syllabus Addendum
User Evan L. Sneed (he/him or they/them) | HOME 0415B Geology Building | Envelope evan.sneed@email.ucr.edu

DISCUSSION SECTIONS

Section 025: Mondays 12:00 - 12:50 PM 103 Materials Science and Engineering Building

Section 028: Fridays 10:00 - 10:50 AM 1471 Alfred M. Boyce Hall

Section 029: Fridays 11:00 - 11:50 AM 142 Winston Chung Hall

Office Hours: By Appointment 0415B Geology Building or via Zoom

Myoffice hourswill be held by appointment. Pleasemake an appointment using the scheduler link listed in the discus-
sion Canvas/eLearn or by directly emailing me. I encourage in-person attendance in office hours, but I am also happy
to meet with you virtually via Zoom. You are also welcome to attend the office hours of other teaching assistants (for
questions related to class content) in addition to Prof. Kane.

CONTENT

During a typical section meeting, expect to follow the following itinerary:

Angle-Right Mini-lecture [35-40 min.]: Expands on theory learned in lecture, including slideshows, Poll Everywhere ques-
tions, discussion time, andadditionalmaterial I find important toadd. I recommendactiveparticipation through-
out the mini-lecture, especially during discussions.

Angle-Right Quiz [10-15min.]: A weekly multiple-choice quiz over previously covered lecture material.

Attendance in the discussion section is essential for your success within this course. Reviewmaterial, as well as a quiz,
will be assigned each week. However, unlike in lecture, attendance in the discussion section is not graded.

Over the quarter, nine quizzes will be assigned, one each week that the discussion section meets. The lowest scoring
quiz will be dropped automatically. Quizzes will be administered via Canvas/eLearn and will cover material taught in
lecture the previous week, and will consist of multiple-choice and true/false questions. Quizzes may be taken on a
laptop, tablet, or smartphone and are designed to take ten minutes to complete. Quizzes are intended to be closed-
note and outsidematerial will not be allowed to be used during the quiz.Quizzes account for 40% of the overall course
grade; each quiz is thus worth 5%. Grades will be posted on both the lecture and discussion Canvas/eLearn site.

If you cannot attend your assigned discussion in a given week, you may attend a different section with prior email
notice. Email both your assigned TA and the TA of the section you wish to attend at least 24 hours in advance.

If circumstances arise that affect your ability to meet your academic goals within this course, please get in contact
with me as soon as possible! Early communication gives us the best chance to find solutions that fit within the course
syllabus and university policies while helping to keep you on track.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Academic Integrity: Generative Large LanguageModels (such as ChatGPT, Gemini, Copilot, etc.), are increasingly used
by students in their personal and academic lives. While these tools can be useful for introducing a topic or making
practice questions, they can also generate false answers and disrupt paths towards understanding. Before you use
such tools, understand the risks you take and identify other references thatmay be better to use. Students that submit
content created by generative AI as their own work will be referred to UCR’s Student Conduct and Academic Integrity
Programs [conduct.ucr.edu].
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Academic Success: The Academic Resource Center (ARC) [arc.ucr.edu] provides free academic support to help you
stay on track in your courses. Services include tutoring, supplemental instruction, writing support, and workshops on
study strategies, time management, and exam preparation. Using ARC regularly and before you feel behind tends to
yield the best results.

Accessibility: If you have a disability or believe you may have one, you can arrange for accommodations by contact-
ing the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) [sdrc.ucr.edu]. Students needing academic accommodations are
required to register with the SDRC and provide the required disability-related documentation. Similarly, if you have
a pre-existing medical condition that affects your ability to participate in required class activities, you are responsible
for informing the instructor as soon as possible, ideally within the first two weeks of the course beginning.

Basic Needs: If food, housing, or finances are a concern, UCR’s Basic Needs resources can help. The Basic Needs office
provides freegroceries, canassist studentswithCalFreshapplications, andcanconnect youwith short-termemergency
support. Learn more at basicneeds.ucr.edu.

Mandated Reporting: Under federal and state law, as well as university policy, instructors and teaching assistants are
mandated reporters. They are required to report sexual assault, harassment, threats of violence, and specific other
crimes to the appropriate university offices as soon as they become aware, as described at compliance.ucr.edu. Confi-
dential resources for students can be found through the Campus Advocacy, Resources, and Education (CARE) office at
care.ucr.edu or through the Office of the Ombuds at ombuds.ucr.edu.

Mental Health Support: College can involve both new and ongoing stresses. Counseling & Psychological Services
(CAPS) offers confidential support, including short-term counseling, workshops, and crisis/after-hours care. If stress,
anxiety, motivation, grief, or other concerns are affecting your well-being or coursework, please reach out to counsel-
ing.ucr.edu.

Recording: Students may use devices to record audio for personal use only. As such, students are not required to
participate orally if they are not comfortable. Students are not entitled to share, distribute, or post recordings of class
content, as this would infringe on the intellectual property rights of the instructor.

SCHEDULE

Week 1: No Discussion Sections Jan. 4 - 10

Week 2: Introduction & The Solar System Jan. 11 - 17

Week 3: History of Exoplanets & The Diversity of Planets Jan. 18 - 24

Angle-Right Section 025: No Discussion Section in Observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Week 4: Planetary Habitability, The Drake Equation, & The Fermi Paradox Jan. 25 - 31

Angle-Right Section 025: Double Quiz Day

Week 5: Mars & Venus Feb. 1 - 7

Angle-Right All Sections: Substitute TA

Angle-Right Midterm Exam: Thursday February 5: In Lecture

Week 6: Interstellar Travel & Exam Debrief Feb. 8 - 14

Angle-Right Section 025: Substitute TA

Week 7: Moons, Exomoons, & Planets with Multiple Stars Feb. 15 - 21

Angle-Right Section 025: No Discussion Section in Observance of President’s Day

Week 8: Desert Planets & Water Worlds Feb. 22 - 28

Angle-Right Section 025: Double Quiz Day

Week 9: Terraforming Planets, Ecumenopolises, & Technosignatures Mar. 1 - 7

Week 10: The Prime Directive, Destroying a Planet, & Conclusion Mar. 8 - 14

Angle-Right Final Exam: Saturday March 14: 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM
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